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II. The Power n to do And, 

the Will of God. vi. Atonement for bin by the 
III. Original Sin, Death of Chriſt. 


Search the Scriptures, Jon v. 39. 


— — — — — — 


— em i. — — 


—_—_— 


— — — _— — _ — 


LONDON: 


Printed by J. W. PasnAM; and fold by T. CATI at Briflol z 


B. BIN NS, at Leeds; T. Lucxman, at Coventry; J. WII IIe, 
at Newbury; and J. BuxcomBrx, at Taunton, 1772, 


[a 


1 


( 
„ 


— — + © we Fa, 
= 
- 


2 „ 
o 
- 
. 
* 
| * 
4 - 
„ 
4 * 
Ts 4 
6-4 » 
- * 2 
” 
© 
S-\3 
"I # 
4 
$3 ” 
* 
= | 
, ” 4Y 
* 


<z 6 ” id 
* | 
A -. f 
b? * 3 
_ 
2 i 


* 
39 
x Ky 


42 
rn. 
of 
- 


. 
+ 


8 
„* * * 
— 


3 


. 
MW 


+ 
2 . . 
7 at» * 


' 
* 
0 
. 
1 — 
4 


od 
x 


61 


I 
L E T TER 


Cover of the Goſpel, &c. 


Nknown as I ain to you, I ſay nothing about 

my * deep concern for the honour of a reli- 

J gion which is the moſt valuable' bleſſing ever be- 
{towed on © the human race” ; as they only who are 
acquainted with me, can form any judgment about 
f it, whether I have or have not that concern: but, 
apprehending that you have greatly miſtaken, and 


miſrepreſented that go/pe/, of which you call your- \ 1.88 

{elf a lover, I ſhall take the liberty to follow you Fr F 

ſtep by ſtep, and try the ground on which you have 754 

| invited the Chriſtian world to walk with you. He $1 
that made us, commands us to try the ſpirits, whether * [| | 

they are of God; therefore I am in no danger of of- | 

| tending a real lover of the true goſpel, by doing it. 1 1 
\ '.- The 1 ö 
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The liberty of private judgment is our birth- 
right privilege as men and proteſtants ; but whilſt 
we hold this faſt againſt the whole world, I truſt we 
ſhall agree to aſſert, that, where the goſpel comes, 
all are bound to receive, with devout attention, 
every truth which God has revealed. And as in- 
ſpired truths, eſpecially thoſe which are moſt ne- 
ceſlary, are made ſufficiently plain in ſcripture ; 
muſt it not ariſe from ſomething wrong in human 
nature, that profeſſors of Chriſtianity, with the 
ſame Bible in their hands, entertain ſuch widel 
different views, even of the great hopes of their. 
calling? This at leaſt is a great infelicity to the 
Chriſtian world; therefore I dare not ſeek the 
ſource of it in God, it muſt ſpring from a different 
quarter; and whether Calvin or Socinus thought 
moſt juſtly of God's truths, as fellow-creatures, 
the opinions of theſe men do not concern us; and 
I neither fear nor revere the ghoſt of either of them. 
To the law and to the teſtimony; this is our rule; 
by this we ſhall ſtand or fall. If what you have 
written in your Appeal is agreeable to this, it will 
ſtand; if not, the number of its admirers, hurrying 
it through ever ſo many editions, can never add ſub- 
ſtance to that which is but a ſhadow. 

The fix ſubjects of your appeal are confeſſed]! 
important in themſelves; viz. | 

E The uſe of reaſon in matters of religion. 


II. The power of man to do the will of God. 
HI. Original fin. 


IV. Election and reprobation. 

V. The divinity of Chriſt, And, 

VI. Atonement for ſin by the death of Chriſt. 
To begin with the firſt of theſe, viz. 


I. Of 
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I. Of the uſe of reaſon in matters of religion. Both 
reaſon and revelation certainly © proceed from the 
© ſame God and Father of us all, who is the giver 
© of every good and every perfect gift' ; and © they 
© cannot therefore be contrary to one another.” 
Without reaſon we could not be religious; this alſo 
makes way for, and enables us to diſcover, that true 
revelation, which is given to affiſt the natural and 
moral defects of reaſon : and it will be the condem- 
nation of modern baptized infidels, that they will 
not uſe that capacity which God has given them, to 
diſcern the evident traces and ſignatures of himſelf, 
which ſhine conſpicuous upon his word for this 
purpoſe, Light is come into the world, but they love 
darkneſs rather than light. Yet e in practical 
caſes, God himſelf frequently appeals to the reaſon 
of man; (Ezek. xviii. 29. John v. 39. 1 Cor. xiv. 
20. 1 Theſſ. v. 21.) neither reaſon nor revelation 
was given us, or any other rational beings, with a 
deſign that we ſhould find out the Almighty to per- 
fection. It is the buſineſs of finite reaſon to appre- 
hend, not to comprehend the wy of God. 

- Whom then do you mean, Sir, by © thoſe who 
© decry human reaſon, and require you to abandon 
it * religion is concerned ?* The Trini- 
tarians deny the charge ; and painfully feel the in- 
jury which you have done, not themſelves, but the 
men whom you may have prevailed upon to believe 
this fiction againſt them. They are indeed confi- 
dent, that not men nor angels, in their moſt perfect 
ſtate, can ever comprehend many things, which 
yet it would be the higheſt abſurdity not to believe: 
they would therefore eſteem it a reproach to them, 
in the preſent” benighted ſtate, if they ſhould be 
thought to pretend to meaſure underſtandings et 
their 
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their Maker, or take upon them to decide: what he 
can, or cannot have revealed. When their reaſon 
has diſcovered the marks of a true revelation from 
God, they hold themſelves bound to take the in- 
ſpired meſſages in their plain and obvious meaning, 
without wreſting them in the leaſt, to favour any 
human hypotheſis whatever; and devoutly adore 
thoſe deep things of God which no creature can 
find out to perfection. Experience too, as well as 
ſcripture, has taught many of them, that the na- 
tural man , the man who is furnifhed with nothing 
more than a common life, recezveth not the things 

be Spirit of God, for they are fooliſhneſs unto him; 
neither can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually 
diſcerned, 1 Cor. ii. 14. Light from \beaven has 
ſhewn them, that owt of the heart of man proceed evil 
reafonings q, both againſt doctrinal and practical 
truths, Matth. xv. 19; (nor dare they deny their 
own concern in this charge, whilſt they feel it-true 
of themſelves) for the carnal mind t, the wiſdom of 
the fleſh, is enmity again God, for it is not ſubject to 
the law of God, neither indeed can be: fo then they 
#hat are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God, viz. becauſe 
they have not the Spirit of God dwelling in them, 
Rom. viii. 7, 8, 9. Therefore, wherever the 


-goſpel comes ſavingly to any beart, it not only 


pulls down rang holds in the will, but in the un- 
.derſtanding too; it cafts down imaginations, and every 
-bigh thing that exalteth itſelf againſt the knowledge of 
God, bringing into captivity every doctrinal and prac- 
tical thought to the obedience of Chrift, 2 Cor. x. 
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Human reaſon can prove the ſcriptures to be the 

word of God; but the above paſſages aſſure us, 
that our reaſon muſt be ſanRifted and renewed by 
the grace of God, before we can favingly receive 


divine truths : accordingly, ſays the apoſtle, *: 


have received, not the ſpirit of the world, but the Spi- 
rit which is of God, that tue might know the things 
that are Fat given to us of God, 1 Cor. ii. 12. 
The higher, as well as the lower powers of the 


foul, have been much hurt by the apoſtacy; hence 


it is, that the candle of the Lord in man ſhines 
dimmer in ſpiritual than in temporal things: be- 
ſides, the poifon of ſin is fallen into it, which 
makes its light eyen dangerous to us, as we have 
before proved, if God is not with us to furniſh the 
ſoul with an antidote againſt that poiſon, and to 
direct to the nobleſt b 4 of our own rationality. 

If the ſinner diſlikes this dependence on the grace 
of God, for a ſpiritual difcernment of divine things, 
I pray God to bring him to it; for he that leans to 
his own underſtanding, is already fallen.—You 
know who has ſaid, F any man among you ſeemeth 


to be wiſe in this world, let him become a fool, thut he 


may be wiſe; for you can never enjoy the true uſe 
of human reaſon, in ſpiritual things, till you re- 
folve to abandon the wiſdom of the fleſh, 
II. Of the power of man to do the will of God, If 
J underſtand you right, you are for ſending men 
to heaven upon their own legs; but let us hear 
what God the Lord has faid. Do men gather grapes 
of tharns, or fe of thiſtles ? O generation of vipers, 
ow can ye, being evil, ſpeak good things ? for out of 
the abundance of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh, Matth. 
vii. 16. and xii. 34. That which is born of the fleſh, 


is. fleſh, John iii. 6, Not one man can come unto me, 


except 
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except the Father, which hath ſent me, draw him, 

ohn vi. 44. *' Accordingly, they who believe on 

im, are ſaid to be born, not of blood, or in conſe- 
quence of their deſcent from pious anceſtors ; nor 
of. the Twill of the fleſb, or by any exertions whatever 
of "their. own depraved powers; nor of the will of 
the holieſt man living, Who might earneſtly defire 
this grace for them; but of God, John i. 13. who 


puts forth an exceeding greatneſs of power to us-ward 


who believe, according to the working of his mighty 
power, which he wrought in Chriſt, when he raiſed 
bim from the dead, and ſet him «t his own right hand. 
in the heavenly places, Eph. i. 19, 20. 

Such is the power employed to bring men to 
Chriſt; and when they are in him, hear what the 
Lord ſays to them; Abide in me, and I in you; as 
the branch cannot bear fruit, except it abide in the vine 
no more can ye, except ye abide in me. He that abidet 
in me, by his faith, and I in him, by my Spirit, the 
fame bringeth forth much fruit; for without me ye can 
de nathing, John xv. 4, 5. Tour life is hid, with 
Cbriſt, in Gad, Col. iii. 3. and of his fulneſi have 


we. all receiued, and grace for grace, John i. 16. 


Accordingly, that apoſtle, who was employed to 


ftrengthen. his brethren, tells them, that they are kept 
(as in a garriſon. ) by the power of God, through 
faithz unto ſalvation, ready to be revealed in the laſt 
time, 1 Pet. i, 5. and St. Paul ſays of. himſelf, J 
live; yet not I, but Chrift liveth in me, Gal. ii, 20. 


Ou. If the Father only draws men by addreſſing 
motives and evidences to them, then they ſave them- 
ſelves ; he only works without, not in them, to will 
and to do; and there was no reaſon for Chriſt's ſaying, 
ver. 43. Murmar not among yourſelves, no man can, &. 


+ Ppovpovprrovg. See 2 Cor. xi. 32, Gr. 
2 and 
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| | and as to his miniſtry, whilſt he was friving,” ac- 
4 cording to his working which wrought in him mightily, 

8 he expreſsly diſclaims all ſelf. dependence, in theſe 
words; wot that we are ſufficient of ourſelves to think 
any thing, as of ourſelves; but our ſufficiency is of 
God, 2 Cor. iii. 5. | 
But to ſupport that ſcheme, by which the pride 
of man IO ſeeking his eternal ruin, 
you quote Iſai. i. 16. Vaſb ye; And I am forry it 


| was not to your purpoſe to inform us, that the 
| word there uſed ®, commonly ſignifies, if it is 

not wholly appropriated to deſcribe, that waſhing 

wich does not penetrate the ſubſtance of the thing 

waſhed, as the waſhing of the body, &c. and that 


when ſuch an all-pervading, penetrating waſhin 
is intended, a very different word is uſed, Pfal, li. 
2, 7- 1 Why then did you chuſe this word ?— 
You add, v. 18. Come now (and not before) t 
poſſibly forgetting that the word ſignifies J pray, I 
or pros you, as well as note; and as an adverb 
time, has in this place a manifeſt reference to 
the. preceding admonitions and remonftrances ; ſo 


admonitions given. 


”_ * 
WT | r — 


againſt i 
will 1 give you, and a new ſpirit will I put within 
you ? for the words heart and ſpirit are the ſame, in 


as a ſubject of moral government, has a natural 


| the Hebrew, in both places. The truth is, man, 
| power to love and obey his maker, and to repent 
, 457 Te 41 , 


* xm + da t 2 quæſo, obſecro, nunc. 
7 19 4 (14 % Buxtorf. 


and 


the word now is frequently uſed amongſt us, after 


- We are commanded, make you a new heart, and 
a new * Ezek. xviii. 31; but is this Lato 
Promiſe, chap. xxxvi. 26, a new heart 
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and believe; therefore God reaſons. with, com- 
mands and intreata him. z and why do theſe me- 
thods of divine e him 2 ſenſeleſs and 
2 ?' The re is plain z. though. he has a. 
natural power, yet he is mo impotent, he has. 
no will to the No s of God ; ud this is the cauſe 
of his ruin. Ye un not come to me, ſays our Lord, 


that ye might have life. John v. 40. Ihe evil rea- 


ſonings of his heart, riſe, like ſtinking vapours. 
from a dunghill, to ſuffocate and diſable every good 
thought, and deſign which riſes in his mind upon 
hearing the calls of God, till the Lord in mercy 
draws nigh, and works in bim both to will and to do, 
his awn . good. pleaſure: till then, be has talents, 

t no will ta improve them; and a price put into 
his hands to get uiſdam, but no heart for it. There- 
fore no man was ever ſaved; but in conſequence of 
that grace which has promiſed, thy * ſhall be 

» powers, Plal, cx. 3. and 
when they are willing, Gad, having begotten them, 
becomes a father to ſuch, in a New- Covenant ſenſe. 

But though we ſay, from the ſcripture, that by. 
Grace men are ſaved, did we ever repreſent God, as 
< urging men to provide for their own- ſafety and 
happineſs, when himſelf had put an effectual bar 
in the way of it?“ No, Sir, it is the ſinner him- 
ſelf that puts the bar in the way of his own happi- 
neſs, —— to uſe conſcientiouſly thoſe means 
which God has appointed; and which, if ſo uſed, 
would be made effectual to that end. 

You add, S uppoſe that any man's children were 
< ſhut up in a building that was on fire, while he 
< himſelf was without, and had the key; and that, 
< inſtead of opening the door to favour their eſcape, 
ho ſhould only call out to them to flee out of — 

6 6 plaec 
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a 1 « place, in order to avoid inſtant deſtruction; and 
be, : „that, as the neceſlary conſequence of this, they 
d \ © ſhould all periſh in the flames before his eyes; 
85 * what would you think of ſuch a father? Yet in 
* © this very light, do many Chriſtian divines repreſent. 
» the conduct of that God, whoſe tender mercies are 
, | * over ail his works. Unhappily, this is all fict ion and 
he, ſlander; and the © cruelty you want words to ex- 
rs. | « preſs,” never had any but an ideal exiſtence, + On 
dd. | the contrary, the men whom you hold up to uni- | 
Al f verſal abhorrence', aſſert, that God has opened a 
Y 1 door, Chriſt, for theſe children's eſcape, and ſtands 
0, $ at that door, ready to afford them immediate aid; 
8, ; yea he ſtrives with them, by his word and ſpirit, to ) 
1 n get them out of the fire ; and if they would exert 
Pe; the powers they have, they would be ſure-of his 
of. help; but, miſerably inſenſible as they are of their 
be | danger, ſome of them hear their father's voice cal - | 
id. f ling to them, yet will not attend; and others, in- 
N, | ſtead of coming towards the door, the only place 
©, at which they can poſſibly eſcape, waſte all their 
by. | time in trying to get out another way, where there” 
on is no friendly hand ready to yield them any aſſiſt- 
ad. i ance. And beſeech you to conſider, whether the 
ar pains you have taken to leſſen their ſenſe of their. 
=; danger by ſin ; and at the ſame time to exalt their 
* own power, and to depreciate the perſon, atone-- 


| ment and grace of the Son of God, will not be con- 
, ſidered, at the day of judgment, as an attempt to 
draw theſe miſerable children away from the only 
door, at which they could have eſcaped. _ 
he It does not appear to pleaſe you, that *© a ſtate of 
© acceptance. with God”. ſhould, in any inſtances 
| whatever, be repreſented as brought about in a 

_ moment, or in a very ſhort ſpace of time” ; for- 

| 9 getting 
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in ſſibly that this was the caſe with a peni- 
— 2 when he offered the appointed ſacrifices ; 
with the thief upon the croſs ; and with the three 
5 thouſand converts at the day of Pentecoſt. But if 
.% > a change of ſtate and of heart, or if the latter alone 
of theſe, can only be brought about by ſerious re- 
. < ſolution, and a vigorous and conſtant exertion of 
| 0% 3 « our powers“, from what I have ſeen of human 
| 2 5 nature, I am perſwaded it will require more 
n time to produce it, than the ſeventy or eighty years 
= which are allowed us in this world ; what then 
> = muſt become of thoſe unhappy creatures, who are 
$33" © BH not continued half ſo long in life ? But they who 
1 know leaſt of the nature of ſin, and the power 
13 which it has gained over them, are always found 
$2. ol to be the moſt confident of their own ability to 

LAY - fubdue it, | 


III. Of Original Sin. 


You aſſure us, that * it is not poſſible we ſhould 
© have ſinned in Adam'; but God tells me, that 

one man fin entered into the world, and death by 

; and ſo death paſſed upon all men, for that *, or 
in whom, all have fined ; it comes to the ſame, 
tranſlate it either way; for by one man's diſobedience 
many were made t, or conſtituted, not only miſerable 
but, ſinners, Rom. v. 12—19. By fin cannot be 
here meant puniſhment, becauſe the apoſtle imme- 
diately diſtinguifhes, in the words before us, be- 
tween death the puniſhment, and fin the merito- 
rious cauſe of it; beſides, the words /n, diſobedience, 
trunſgreſſion and offence, which occur in this place, 
indifputably deſcribe that which is the ſource and 
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cauſe of all penal evils, Judge then, ye ferious 
and candid profeſſors of os le Yo bich of 
theſe contrary aceounts are the moſt worthy of your 
belief. That infants die, who have 1 after 
the ſimilitude of Adam's tranſgreſſion, and that death 
ts the wages of fin, will ſurely not be doubted ; 
therefore if they are eternally ſaved, it muſt be b 
grace or by works: by works it cannot be, becauſe 
they can perform none; beſides, they have already 
ſinned, and are made ſinners, therefore it muſt be 
by grace, as the ſcripture ſpeaks. 

Good and bad conduct', as they reſpect men, 
may be in their on nature perſonal” ; but unleſs 
you knew God perfectly, you have aſſerted in the 
dark, (and in oppoſition to the light of ſcripture 
too) that * no ſin of the* firſt Adam, or righte- 
£ ouſneſs of the* ſecond, can be conſidered as 


© ours, in the eye of an equitable and juſt God”, 


But, ſuppoſing it would be unbecoming the divine 
wiſdom and goodneſs, to make our weal or woe 
depend upon the conduct of a fallen parent; it by 
no means follows from hence, that it was unrigh- 
teous in God to lodge the intereſts of his poſterity 
in a perfect man, the firſt Adam, and where could 
they have becn more ſecurely veſted ? or how could 
it conſiſt with the divine juſtice, now to inflict the 
very leaſt part of the penalty, due to Adam's fin, 
upon his offspring,” if they had not been parties 
originally concerned in his covenant ? Facts, Sir, 
demand aſſent, whether we can account for the 
reaſon of them or not. As fin produces miſery, fo 


wherever there is miſery, there muſt be ſin, either 


perſonal or imputed ; for fruit always ſuppoſes a 
connatural root which praduces it Either there- 
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16 Lauter to a” 
fore deny the ſuffering, or own the fin which is 
imputed to infants, and to Chrift, | 
True, a child may now ſuffer in conſequence of 
the fin of his immediate parents, without ſharing 
at all in their perſonal guilt, becauſe our preſent 
parents are not conſtituted ſuch heads to us, as the 
firſt Adam was to all; therefore the ſou! only that 
| Gileaſe 
or diſtreſs, which any child inherits from his im- 
mediate parents, is but a particular ſpecies or ra- 
mification of that general miſery, which, in dif- 
ferent ſtreams, flows to every Ace t of Adam, 
as being by nature a child of wrath, Eph. ii. 33 
for we all come into life under the curſe of the 
violated covenant of works: and, as for other rea- 
tons, ſo even now to keep up a memorial of our 
concern with two important heads, it is faid, on 
the one hand, I am a jealous God, viſiting the ini- 
quity of the ſathers upon the children, unto the third 
and fourth generation of them that hate me, Ex. xx. 5 ; 
and on the other, that children are beloved for their 
fathers fakes. Rom. xi. 28. And it may farther 
aſſiſt our ideas on this ſubject, when we read that 
Levi alſo, who receiveth tithes, as a party concerned 
in the Abrahamic covenant, even before he was 
born, paid tithes to Melchizedec in Abraham, Heb. 
vii. 9. 
| We know what the Shaver will think of that 


phraſe of yours p. 8, a © bad ſoil; but whether it 


does, or not, imply that you once believed the 
corruption of nature, that corruption is ſufficiently 
viſtble in infants, before they are capable of re- 
ceiving infection from any examples; as well as 
in inſtances, in which evil examples have been moſt 
faithfully kept from them, But by the * 
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which you have given of fin, it dees not appear 
that you bave a juſt notion of its nature; via. Sin 
© is ſomething that a man has given his conſent to.“ 
Conſent or diffent, Sir, is either or evil, ac- 
cording to the nature of the _ about which it 
is employed ; and it is the real evil of a thing only, 
that makes our conſent to it evil, To love God 
with all the heart, foul, mind and ſtrength, is our 
indiſputable duty; but we cannot perform this, if 
there is the ] moral evil in the heart, whether 
obſerved there or not: for whatever ariſes in the 
heart, contrary to the nature and law of God, is 
in itſelf evil and ſinful, even before the foul ad- 
verts, or conſents to it. All the ten command- 
ments are ſpiritual, and fight againſt the inward, as 
well as outward, commiſſion of the ſins they for- 
bid; but the tenth. commandment proceeds yet far- 
ther, and forbids the very having of any ſinful de- 


fares, before the foul conſents to them : and the 


apoſtle Paul never knew fin aright, till be ſaw 
this; for, ſays he, I had not known lu to be fin, 
except the law had ſaid, Thau fhalt not covet, Rom. 
vii. 7. By having theſe moral evils in us we are 
unlike God, Chriſt and holy angels ; they are a 
diſconformity to the law of : they produce 
ſinful effects, and are the feed of great and heinous 
abominations; they intice the will to ſin; they 
luſt againſt the ſpirit, Gal. v. 17 ; ſet open the 


doors of the heart to the devil; obſtruct the divine 
intercourſe; hinder the ſoul in the performance of 


duty; and are therefore the heavieſt burden of good 
men, through the whole of their lives. Whoever 
has diſcovered theſe things in himſelf, (to ſay. no- 
thing of /ms of ignorance committed in maturer 
life), will not his own ſelf-knowledge preſerve 
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him from denying the corruptiog of nature, from 
ſetting up the power of man for his own ſalvation, 
and conſequeutly from oppoſing the Godhead, and 
atonement of his only 8 But light thoughts 
of ſin, and of the apoſtacy, call for, and lead to 
light thoughts of Chriſt and his ſalvation. © 


Iv. o/ Eleftion and Reprobation. 


You have crab up the common- place ob- 
jections againſt the doctrine of election; poſſibly 
forgetting, that whatever was or can be thought or 
ſaid againſt it, has been long ago obſerved and an- 
ſwered by the Holy Ghoſt, in Rom. ix. 14—33 3 
particularly in v. 20. Nay but, O' man,who art t 

that replieſt againſt God; ſhall the thing formed ſay 


to him that formed it, why haſt thou made me thus ? 


Digeſt this anſwer well, and it will prevent all 
heart-rifings againſt-God's ſovereignty and decrees, 
If God foreknew all things, he could not but 
foreknow who would be ſaved, and who would pe- 
riſh : and as all who are ſaved,” are ſaved by his 
ſpecial grace, the bleſſed God muſt have 4 
to give that grace to thoſe who have it; otherwiſe 
the gift of that grace, would have been an acci- 
dental thing, and the creature would not have been 
obliged to him for it; but every wiſe being acts 
upon a ſettled plan laid before, and if he has once 
deſigned to give his grace to any man, he muſt ei- 
ther have deſigned it from eternity, or there is an 
addition made to the purpoſes, and fo to the happi- 

neſs of God, which is impoſſible. 
And what reaſon has thus taught heathens and 
Chriſtians, the ſpirit of inſpiration ſeals with his 
unerring teſtimony : ſo of children not yet born, who 
? conſequently 


as once 
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eouſequently bad neither done good or evil, it was ſaid, 
Be elder ſhall ſerve the younger; as it is written, Ja- 

2 have I hated. Whether 
ou underſtand theſe words of temporal or ſpiritual 
leſſings, for them or their poſterity, here was a 
decree made before they were born; and what was 
brought about afterwards was, that the purpoſe of 
God according to election might ſtand. I bat ſhall we 


ſay then ? Is there unrighteouſneſs with God ? Cod for- 
bid ; for, ſpeaking of the gteateſt of all mercies, 


viz. the pardofi of ſin (which muſt-be, in its own 


nature, perſonal, if it is ſaving) he [ſaith to Moſes, 


Ex. xxxiii. 19. I will have mercy on whom I will 
have mercy, and I will have compaſſun on whom I will 
have compaſſion ;, ſo then it is nat of him that willath, 
nor of him that runneth, but of God that ſheweth mer- 
cy, Rom. ix. 11—16. And as the Lord 're/ſerved 
to himſelf ſeven thouſand men. in Iſrael, who had not 
bowed the knee to the image of Baal; ſo; at this preſent 
time, ſays the apoſtle, there is amongſt the Jews. a 
remnant according to the election of grace; and the 
election bath obtained it, and the reſt were blinded. 
Rom. xi. 4—7 ; for many are called, but few choſen, 


Mat. xx. 16. For whom be did foreknow, he a 
did predeſtinate, ts be conformed to the image of his 


Son : moreover whom he did predeſtinate, them he alſo 
called; and whom he called, them be alſo juſtified ; 
and whom he juſiified, them he alſs glorified. Who 
then Hall lay any thing to the charge of. God's ele? 
Rom, viii. 29—33. For the elefts ſake, whom he 
hath choſen, he hath ſhortened the days. Mark xiii. 20. 


According as he hath choſen us in him, before the founda- 

tion of the world, that we ſhould be holy, and without 

blame before him in love; having predeſlinated us, not 

only to the enjoyment of goſpel privileges, but . 
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the adoption of children, Chrift, to the proj 
. 2 his __ 1 — Wd 1 — 


d, and called us with an holy calling; not arcord- 
and 


ing * * but N his own 
grace, which chats given us in Chri us, before the 
world began, 2 Tim. i. 9. Rae Fr. John 
writes to the elt lady, 2 Epiſt. i. 13. which cannot 
be meant of the church at Jeruſokm, becauſe the 
title Lady * is appropriated to the literal or myſti- 
cal Ifai. xlvii. 5, 7. Rev. xvii. 5. 5 

I appeal to any man, whether words could have 
declared the doctrine of God's ſovereignty and per- 
ſonal decrees, in plainer language than this: and 
whoever fears God, will not knowingly ſtretch out 
2 r, to wreſt one of his words from their true 
aning, to ferve any hypotheſis, or gratify any 
men whatever. : 

Rom, ix. relates only to the ealling df the 
Gentiles, and the rejection of the 2 
privileges of the goſpel, as ſome aſſert; how is it 
that we read of any thing there ſo perſonal, as what 
is ſaid of Pharaoh, ver. 17. or of the potter's mak- 
lamp, one veſſel unto honour, and an- 
| „ v. 20, 21.? Certainly, as the 
whole Jewiſh nation had an external call, the 
apoſtle muſt ſpeak of a particular and ſaving call- 
ing, when he appropriates to himſelf and other be- 
levers, the character of weſſels of mercy, which be 
had afore prepared unto glory; even us, adds he, 
whom he hath talled, not of the Fews only, but alſo of 
the Gentiles, ver. 23, 24. However, when they 
have accounted for a national or perſonal election, 
to temporal or ſpiritual privileges, upon the prin- 


Kop. 
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ciples of creature- excellence or deſert; or indeed 
upon any principle that lies within the reach of 
human penetration; we may then promiſe to aſſign 
a reaſon for a particular election to eternal life. 
But ſhall we deny the one or the other of theſe, 
merely becauſe the Lord has not ſubmitted his rea- 
ſons for them to our inſpection? We dread arbi- 

trary 1 amongſt men, becauſe of their 
natural and moral defects; but though a reſolved 
ſinner has always every thing to fear, the creature 
who yields himſelf to God, has nothing to fear, 
from the all- diſpoſing counſels of his perfect will, 
any more than from the wiſe diſpoſals of his pro- 

vidence, | 
+ Yet creature pride and independence will al- 
ways oppoſe the divine ſovereignty, as long as /in-- 
ners vainly think they have a claim upon God as 
their Father, without being ſpiritually born of him, 
or reconciled to him. But -as defectibility is an 
eſſential property of a creature, and no method was. 
found ſo fit to prevent the eternal ruin of rational 
beings in general, as that of ſuffering ſome to fall 
and periſh without hope; I have no doubt but 
God's permitting this (for he is, in no ſenſe, the 
author of ſin) will hereafter appear to be a demon- 
ſtration of the divine wiſdom, holineſs, and good- 
neſs. And if, notwithſtanding our general deſert 
of ruin in Adam, none ſhould be, in fact, con- 
-demned to everlaſting perdition, but in conſe- 
quence of their own ſin; ſurely then every mouth 
muſt be ſtopt at the day of the Lord: and even 
now, your poſitive determination, that this doc- 
©trine is certainly a doctrine of licentiouſneſs, 
© and not a doctrine according to godlineſs, will 
not be admitted in evidence, againſt the plain and 
indubitable 
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22 ö Laer to 4 
indubitable teſtimony of ſeripture, which aſſerts 
ik, : 
Nor is this deſpiſed truth without its manifold 
and important uſes; for beſides the great comfort 
which aſſured - Chriſtians derive from a belief of 
icular election, upon ſublapſarian principles; 
ſides their ſteady hopes which ariſe from it, of 
God's continued care of them, and of all his peo- 
ple, in time and eternity; and the powerful incen- 
tives which it affords them to every Chriſtian duty; 
this doctrine is adapted, and therefore was deſigned, 
to convince all men, to whom the word of God 
comes, (1.) Of the evil of Adam's ſin, on account 
of which, it would have been juſt in God, if he had 
ſaved none of the human race. (2.) Of the divine 
ſovereignty, in diſpenſing thoſe temporal, ſpiritual, 
and eternal bleſſings to whom he pleaſes, which no 
man had any original right to. (3.) Of the riches 
of his grace to thoſe: who are the veſſels of mercy. 
And, (4.) To excite all profeſſors to a ſpeedy and 
vigorous improvement of the means of ſalvation, 
which: God has put into their hands; for many are 
called, but few choſen. For theſe ends God has 
revealed, and his miniſters publiſh, this doctrine ; 
and you muſt either prove that theſe ends are not 
important in themſelves, that this doctrine is not 
adapted to anſwer them, or that they can as well 
be anſwered without it, or you will never make 
ſome men aſhamed to vindicate this part of revealed 
truth, in the face of all oppoſition and contempt 
from their fellow-ſtnners. . 
But I haſten to meet you on another ground, 
which, I fee, you are much intent upon making 
good. Your forlorn hope may fail you ; however, 
| | j you 
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ou will ſucceed as well as ſome others, who 
fore you, riſen up againſt, N 


v. The Divinity of Chrift 


T ſhall not enquire whether there is any policy 
in the widely different opinions of thoſe who den) 
the Godhead of Chriſt ; but this is certain, if all 
your friends ſhould agree with you in pronouncing 
this © an impious doctrine, a myſtery of iniquity, 
a great error of popery, and a ſhocking corrup- 
tion of genuine Chriſtianity,' yet they have not 
all attained your degrees ; they are not all adepts z 
ſome have a modeſty left about them, and therefore 
dare not, with you, deſcribe the Son of God, as 
© a mere man, as other Jews, and as we ourſelves 
© alſo are.“ Yet you are not altogether ſingular in 
this opinion; the Jews are of the ſame mind; and 
you have certainly as much divinity in you as their 
anceſtors, who ſaid, I. not this tne carpenter's 


fon? is not his mother called /dary, and his 


brethren James, and Toſes, and Simon, and 
Judas; and his fifters, are they not all with 
us ?*—Yes, it is paſt diſpute, he was really a 
man, * as other . and as we ourſelves alſo 
are ;' and as ſuch he is infinitely inferior to the 
Father: And if this had been your whole mean- 
ing, you might either have ſaved yourſelf the 
trouble of quoting ſcriptures, to prove what no 
man denies, or have added many more beſides, 
which ever you had pleaſed, But can he be a 
mere man, of whom the Holy Ghoſt faid, They 
Hall call his name Immanuel, which, being in- 
terpreted, is God with us? Matth. i. 23. 
Ifaiab, at leaſt, who firſt publiſhed this his name, 


chap. 
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chap. vii. 14. appears to have conſidered him as 
the true God ; for he not only oppoſes, him to all 
the threats and attempts of their enemies, ſaying, 
chap. viii. 9, 10. (i Himmanuel, Heb.) for God 
is with us; but he alſo calls him the Lord of hoſts, 
ver. 13, 14. See 1 Pet. ii. 8. | 
I ſhould alſo apprehend, that unprejudiced per- 
ſons will certainly diſcover ſomething more than 
mere humanity, in the being of whom the follow- 
ing things are ſaid. _ + 5 
Gen. Xxxii. 24, 30. Hoſ. xii, 3z—5. The per- 
ſon with whom Jacob wreſtled, is called a man, an 
angel, God, Jebovah, and the Lord God of hoſts. 
Pſal. Ixviti. 17, 18. The chariots of God are 
twenty thouſand, even thouſands of angels; the 
Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the hely 
place. Thou haſt aſcended on high, thou. haft led capti- 
vity captive ; thou ha received gifts for men, yea, for 
the rebellious alſo, that the Lord God might dwell among 
Pſal. cx. 1. The Lord ſaid unto my Lard, Sit 
thou at my right hand, until I mike thine enemies thy 
fortftool; this proves him to be more by nature than 
David's fon, Matth. xxii. 44. SIREN 
Iſai. vi. 1. +4 ſaw alſo the Lord ſitting . upon 
4 throne, bigb and lifted up, &c. applied to 
Chriſt, John xii. 40, 41. and to the Spirit, Acts 
xxvili. 25, 26. , We 17 | 
Ifai. ix. 6. His name ſhall be called Wonderful 
Counſellor, the mighty God, the everlaſting Father, the 
Prince f Peace. | 0 | 
Zach. xiii. 7. Awake, O ſword, againſt the man 
that is my fellow, ſaith the Lord «f hoſts, _ | * 
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Matth. ix. 4. John ii. 24, 25. Rev. ii, 23. 
Feſus knowing their thoughts; becauſe be knew all 
men, and needed not that any ſhould teſtiſy of man, for 
he knew what was in man. And, ſays he, All the 
churches ſhall know, that I am he which ſearcheth the 
reins and hearts, which is the character of God only. 

Matth. ix. 6. Mark ii. 7. Abo can forgive fo 
but * God only? The ſon of man hath power, f or 
authority, on earth to forgive 7 a ‚ 

Matth. xi. 27. No man #naweth the Son, but the 
Father ; neither tnotbeth any man the Father, but the 
Son. 

Luke xxiv. 45. Then opened he their underſtanding, 
that they might underſtand the ſcriptures. | 

John i. 1, 2. In the beginning was the Word; 
n ibe Word was with God, and the Word 
was Gd; the ſame was in the beginning with 
God. Was there any being in the beginning 
but God ? or could an honeſt writer, deligning to 
uſe the word God twice, in two ſhort verſes, in a 
proper ſenſe, allow himſelf to uſe it a third time, 
and, between them, to ſignify a mere man, without 
any mark of diſtinction whatever? For a ſlight ac- 
quaintance with the Greek "Teſtament will ſhew 
you, that the preſence or abſence of the article 5 
(prefixed to becg,) has nothing in it diſtinguiſhing. 

John iii. 13. The Son of man, who is in heaven. 

John xvii. 10. All my things are thy things, and 
thy things are my things. Gr. 

John xx. 28. Thomas ſaid unto him, My Lord 
and my God. 

Acts xx. 28. Feed the church of God, which he hath 
purchaſed with his own blood. 
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ſenſe, I will continue to read the text as 
And Tremellius; as Cranmer's Bible, and as our 
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Rom. ix. 5. Chriſ is over all, God bleſſed for 
ever. Amn. 10 
I Cor. x. 9. Neither let us tempt Chrift, as ſome 
of them alſo tempted, and were deſtroyed of ſerpents. 
Numb. xxi. 6. | 

Phil, ii. 6. He thought it not robbery to be equal 


- with God. The word is not apnayua, but apray- 


40; 3 Which, being different from the former, ma 
well be ſuppoſed to have a different meaning. 
deny therefore: the juſtneſs of your criticiſm, viz. 
that Chriſt was far from thinking of ſuch an impious 
* robbery, as that of being 9 with God [for ſo 
© you ſay the text ought to have been tranſlated ;'] 
and, till you produce one ſingle inſtance, in any 
approved writer, where the word is uſed in your 


own and other learned tranſlators read it, He 
thought it not an act of robbery to be equal with God. 
Col. i. 16. All things were created by him, and for 
him *. See Heb. iii. 4. | 
It would be blaſphemy to ſay of a mere man, 
In him dwelleth all the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. 
Col. ii. 9. 
1 Tim. iti. 16. Great is the myftery. of Godlineſs ; 
God was manifeſt in the fleſh. 21 
I f iii. 16. God laid down his life for us. 
'1 John v. 20, 21. The Son e God hath given us an un- 
der landing, that we may know him that is true; and 
we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jeſus Chriſt. 
This is the true God and eternal life. Little children, 
keep yourſelves from idols. Amen. ® 
ev. xxii. 13. I am alpha and omega, the begin- 
ning and the end, the firſt and the laſt. See Iſai. xliv. 6. 
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Certainly theſe ſcriptures, prima facie, fay ſuch 


things as are incompatible with the idea of a crea- 


ture, much more ſo of © a mere man;' and I hope 
the ſcriptures don't carry two faces, Go then, tell 
the ignorant and unlearned, This is not in the ori- 
ginal, and, That is tranſlated wrong 5 many of them 
will „ admire your learning, and become balf 
infidels, as to the whole of revealed religion, under 
your hand. Yet remember, he that ſaid, Before 
Abraham was, I am, has alſo declared, If ye believe 
not that I am , ye ſpall die in your int, John 
viii. 2 

But, befides theſe inſpired atteſtations to this 
truth, farther evidences of the Godhead of Chriſt 
ariſe, (1) From his working many miracles, 


without even mentioning the name of his Father, 


or making any applications or appeals to him : not 
ſo his diſciples ; they never attempted to controul 
the courſe of nature, but under an avowed depend- 
ence upon their Maſter's power, (2) From the 
full ſatisfaction which he offered for fin. To men 
who have ſeen this infinite evil in the clear glaſs of 
the violated law, and flee to the great atonement, 
as their only ſhelter from the wrath divine, Chrilt's 
Godhead will appcar neceſſary to give firmneſs and 
ſtability to their hope in him. But I am ſenſible 
this argument will bave no weight with you, till 
you have juſter notions, and a deeper ſenſe of fin, 
than you have diſcovered p. . and 17. of your 
Appeal. See 1 John v. 10, 11, (3) From the 
care of his church, and every individual in it, to 
controul the power and 2 of their enemies, 
and to be a head of influence and grace to each of 
them. For this taſk, mere human, and mere an- 
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gelic abilities, are utterly diſproportioned; ſor he 
that is the head of the body, and the head over all 
things to the church, muſt be oninipotent, omni- 
ſcient, and omnipreſent, —But another argument, 
which will ſum up the evidences of Chriſt's God- 
head, and be, in its on time, ſo convincing as to 


put an eternal end to all Coubting and uncertainty, 


ariſes, (4) From his character, as Judge, at the 
great day. When he opens the graves; when he 
reanimates the long- forgotten ages with undecay- 
ing liſe; when every creature ſtands trembling, or 
rejoicing before him, whilſt his all- piercing eye 
diſcloſes and rewards the ſecrets of every heart; 
and when heaven and earth fly before his dreadful 
appearance, will any individual doubt, in that day, 
whether he is ſtanding before God the Judge of 
all? This 3s the laſt of thoſe greater works which 
the Father will ſhew the Mediator, God-man ; for 
the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all 
Judgment to the Son; that all men ſhould honour the 
Son, ubs, even as they honour the Father, John v. 
22, 23. The word occurs about a hundred and 
eighty times in the New "Teſtament, and com- 
monly ſignifies an exact agreement of one thing 
with another; ſo at leaſt that auguſt aſſembly men- 
tioned, Rev. v. 13. underſtood the words; and 
therefore gave exactly the ſame honour to the Son 
as to the Father; for, ſays John, Every creature 
which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the 
earth, and ſuch as are in the ſea, and all that are in 
them; heard I ſaying, Bleſſing, and honour, and glory, 
and power, be unto him that fitteth on the throne, and 
unto the Lamb far ever and ever. I wiſh, Sir, you 
could join the four beaſts, and ſay, with their views, 
Amen, ver. 14.— This truſt, . viz. to judge the 
world, being committed to the Lord Jeſus, 2 
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poſes that he has a nature capable of the diſcharge 


of it: and when he appears, thoſe words will be 
fulfilled in Iſai. xlv. 23. 1 have ſworn by myſelf, the 
word is gone out of my mouth, and ſhall not return, 
that unto me every knee ſhall bow, and every 
tongue ſhall ſwear ; and ſurely the apoſtles, © not- 
© withſtanding their attachment to their Lord 
and maſter,” [(to uſe your own very ob- 


| fervable phraſe, p. 13.] would not have ap- 


plied this, or ſuch paſſages to Chriſt, in Rom. 
xiv. 11. Phil. ii. 10. if they had not been origi- 


nally ſpoken of him, though they are certainly 


ſpoken of the true God. 

True, we can no more comprehend that my/tery 
of God, and of the Father, and of Chrift, which the 
church of God has, in every age, acknowledged, 
than the nut-ſhell can contain the waters of the 
ocean; but this can be no proof that God has not 
revealed theſe things. You ate yourſelf a ſocial 
nature, conſiſting of ſoul, body, and ſpirit; and 
why may not your Maker be ſocial too, for man 
was made in the image of God? You probably 
believe that God could, if he had pleaſed, have 


joined three equal natures in your wondrous 


frame, and called it nan; and that, if one of theſe 
three equal natures, had been, for a time, employed 
in an inferior ſervice, it would not have really de- 


ſtroyed its equality with the others; why then do 


you eſteem it impoſſible that Father, Son, and 
Spirit, ſnould be one ſelf-exiſtent Deity? That 
three ſhould be one, and one three, is confeſſedly 
above our reaſon; but is it therefore above God's ? 
Certainly, the diſproportion between him and us, 
can never be eſtimated by the moſt Jabouring 
thought; and ten thouſand things, which over- 
whelm our powers, are his perpetual entertain- 
| 8 ment. 
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ment. We are therefore wiſe indeed, when we 
have learned that we know nothing. 

I only add on this ſubject, that as no man know- 
eth the — but the Father, ſo, whoever knows him 
ſavingly, fleſh and blood bath not revealed this unto 
him, but the Father which is in heaven: And 
though reaſon can tell you, that the Father would 
not have conſtituted any being Lord of all, but one 
who had a nature capable of ſuſtaining ſo impor- 
tant a character; yet no man can ſay that Jeſus is the 
Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt, 1 Cor. xii. 3, To his 


teaching I earneſtly commend you, knowing that 


whoſoever ſhall, in heart and life, confeſs that Feſus 
is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and be in 


| God, 1 John iv. 15. 


VI. Of atonement for fin by the death of Chriſt. 


Very probably ſome of the Jews, in Chriſt's 

time, had no more ſenſe of their need of his dying 
as a ſacrifice for them, than you, and ſome other 
Engliſhmen, have now ; - but, though you may 
eaſily perſuade benighted ſinners, that their own 
repentance and reformation, ſelf-wrought, and 
fpun out of their own bowels, is all the ſatisfaction 
which a holy God requires of them; yet to men 
who have felt the mighty terrors of thoſe words, 
Curſed is every one that continueth not in all the things, 
which are written in the book of the law, to do them, 
and ſee clearly, that they can as well ſpan the 
heavens, as furniſh a righteouſneſs commenſurate 
to the demands of that immutable law; to ſuch 
the righteouſneſs of faith will always appear infi- 
nitely defirable : and it will be impoſſible to pre- 
vent their drawing nigh to God, with a depen- 
dence upon this as their only hope, as long as the 
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following, and ſuch like paſſages, continue to adorn 
and endear the inſpired Pages 3 via. | 
Iſai, liti. 4, &c. Surely ath borne our griefs, 


and carried our forrows. He was wounded for our 


tranſgreſſions, he was_bruiſed for our iniquitzes, the 


chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him, and with his 


firipes we are healed; the Lord hath laid en him the 


- iniquity of us all. For the tranſgreſſion of my people 
an 


was he ſlricken, ou when = "ax — I on 
offering for ſim, he ſhall ſee his ſeed, pr s days, 
2 the 232 of the 2 ſball proſper in his ve a 
* ix. 26. Meſſiah ſhall be cui ef, but not for 
mpelf. + . | | 
ark x. 45. The Son of man came to give his life 
a ranſom for many, 1 Tim. ii. 6. = 
John x. 15. I lay down my life for the ſheep.” 

Rom. iv. 25. Who was delivered for our offences, 
and was raiſed again for our juſtification, 

Rom. v. 8. Ged commendeth his love towards us, 
in that, while we were yet ſinners, Chriſt died for us. 
I Cor. v. 7. Chrift our Paſſover is ſacrificed for us. 

2 Cor. v. 21. He made him to be fin for us who 
knew no ſin ; that we might be made the righteouſneſs 

of God in him, | | 

Gal. ii, 20. Hho loved me, and gave himſelf for 


Gal. ili. 13. Chriſt hath redeemtd us from the 
curſe of the law, being made a curſe for us; for it is 
written, Curſed is every one that hangeth on a tree. 


Eph. v. 2. Chrift hath loved us, and given himſelf 


for us, an offering and. a ſacrifice to God, for a ſweet 

ſmelling ſavour. 
Heb. i. 3. I ben he had by. himſelf purged our ſins. 
Heb. vii. 26, 27. Such an high prieſt became us, 
who needeth not daily, as thoſe high prieſis, to offer up 
| | : Fa ſacrifices, 
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erifices or his own ſins, and than for the 
for 1 22 when he offered up 83 . 


- Heb. ix. 13, &c. F the blood of bulls and of goats, 
and the aſhes of an heifer, N the unclean, ſanc- 
Tae to the purifying of the fleſh; how much more ſhall 
blood of Cbriſt, who, "through the eternal Spirit, 
ered "A 8 without oor to God, purge your con- 
ence from aead works, to ſerve the living God? 
— ſhedding of Blood, is mo remiſſion : but now 
ance, in the end of the world, hath he appeared to put 
atvay fin by te fie of himſelf; thre th. was 

once offered, to bear s of many 
Heb. xiii. 12. 72 wad har he might ſanAiify 
the people with his own blood; ſuffered without the gates. 
1 Pet. i. 18, 19. T7 were not redeemed with cor- 
ruptible things, as ſilver and golg ; but with the pre- 

cious blood of Chrijt. | 

1 Pet. ii. 24. Who bis own ſelf dare our ſins, in his 


2 — 85 on the tres. By whoſe flripes aue 

Rev. i. 5. Unto him that loved ws, and waſhed 11 
from our fins, in his own blood. 

Rev. v. 9. Thou waft ſeam, and bot redeemed us 
to God by thy blood. 

Theſe {criptures aſſure us, that as we are juſtified 
freely by God's grace; ſo it is through the r ä 
which is in Chi Jeſus, whom God hath ſet forth to 
be a propitiation, through faith in his blood ; to declare 
his righteouſneſs at this time, that he might be juſt, and 
the juftifier of bim that believeth in Feſus, $444 iii. 
24, &c. and as Chriſt's being in a violent agony 
in the garden, and forſaken of his Father on the 
croſs, can be no = accounted for, but upon 
the ſuppoſition of his dying as a ſacrifice in our 
ſtead; ſo your own reaſon can inform you, that 


God muſt have as high, as holy and wiſe a * 
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for reverſing the ſentence of his dreadful law againſt 
a ſinner, as he firſt had for denouncing that ſen- 
tence againſt him. And God's really providin 
ſuch a method to be reconciled to us, may well. 
convince us, both of the neceſſity of an atonement, 
(which was witneſſed by the law and the prophets, ) 
and that this oblation was adequately ſatisfaQtory ; 
and at the ſame time, his finding ſuch an expenſive 
way of ſhewing mercy to us, certainly takes off 
nothing from the riches of his grace, but greatly 
enhances it, 

In alluſion to the ſacrifices of the law, we are 
ordered to preſent our bodies a living ſacrifice, Rom. 
xii. 1. and to offer the ſacrifice of praiſe to God con- 
tinually, Heb. xiii. 15. But as theſe things cannot 
be that ſubſtance, of which the law had the hypes; 
therefore Chriſt's ſacrifice muſt be that ſubſtance, 
or elſe the figures and ſhadows of the law, thoſe 
patterns of things then in the heavens, were inſtituted 
and continued in the Jewiſh church fifteen hun- 
dred years in vain; for they could not of them- 
ſelves take away ſin. 

Yet, notwithſtanding this ranſom, God for- 
gives us freely, even as we are called to forgive men 
their treſpaſſes. We are men, and not God, and 
therefore cannot create a perſon in whom we ma 
have ſatis faction for an offence committed =. 
us; beſides, our enemies ſtand in no ſuch relation 
to us, as ſubſiſts between us and God; but if you 
forgive an enemy, without any ſatisfaction, either 
made by him, or of his procuring, you forgive as 
God forgives us. If you forgive him upon his re- 
pentance, (Luke xvii. 4.) as that repentance does 
not repair the injury done you, you forgive him 
freely: but if you truly repent of ſin, that repen- 
tance does not ſpring from yourſelf, but is given 

you 
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by the Lord Jeſus; therefore pentance 
* enhances the riches Fakes; mercy, 
which farther beſtows the forgiveneſs of ſin, As. 

V. 31. 3 

Under this head, you mention the parable of the 
prodigal ſon, which, no doubt, repreſents the rela- 
tion which ſubſiſts between God and the Gentile 
world, and the gracious reception which they ſhall 
meet with, when they return to him; but as you 
did-not deſign to detaeh that ſcripture from all 
others, ſo that parable was no more intended to 
[ teach us . the whole will of God for our ſalvation, 
1 than one of your paragraphs was deſigned to give 
_ 5 us the whole meaning of your little book. If the 
£2 | prodigal had been a proſelyte to the Jewiſh church, 


he muſt have brought a ſacrifice; and if he is a 
Chriſtian, he muſt come to the blood of ſprinkling, 
Heb, xii. 24. 4 ; 


a 


0 To conclude. 
The undated tale “ of Mr. Elwal, the Arian 
Quater, if told at midnight, may raiſe a thouſand 
ſpectres around the mind; but they will all diſap- 
pear at the opening dawn, or as ſoon as your own 
brethren recollect, that they muſt either diſtinguiſh 
between. a good cauſe, and bad management, or 
| q | elſe will be forced to commend thoſe px perſe- 
Wo, - 1 cutions, in the fourth and fifth centuries, which I 
3 7 35 will by no means ſuppoſe you inclined openly to 
3 vindicate. L en 1 
8 4 | Many of the clergy, greatly mortified to have 
x a it ſa repeatedly _ upon them, by ſome of their 
[4 "8 . own brethren, that they have ſubſcribed to articles 
_— | | which they never believed; inſtead of ſeeking. to 
EG 0 have their faith altered to that ſtandard of ſcrip- 
CIS 3 In a little book, which has this great title, The 

4 Triumph of Truth. 13 7 | 
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ture, from which they profeſſed to believe thoſe 


articles were drawn, are, I bear, preparing to pe- 
tition the Parliament “ againſt, the articles them- 
ſelves. That ſuch a ſtep as this would be taken, 
was foreſeen when Arminianiſm met with ſo cordial 
a reception amongſt us at firſt ; however, if theſe 
petitioners, or their friends, had not diſturbed the 
methodiſtical clergy, but ſuffered them to go 
ney to heaven in their own way, their own 
iſgrace had not been ſo much talked of, and the 
preſent repoſe of their own unſubſcribing con- 
ſciences, might have been better ſecured. —But per 
haps you are a Diſſenter, Sir; if ſo, that reſpec- 
table body has little reaſon to thank you, as the 
principles you avow, have notoriouſly diminiſhed 
their number, and conſequently leflened their in- 
tereſt in the nation : but whatever you are, God's 
ſalvation will be forever, and his righteouſneſs ſhall 
not be aboliſhed: and as long as there are Chriſtians 
upon earth, demonſtrations will ariſe of the weak- 
neſs of your vain aſſertion; viz, that men of 
plain underſtandings, in fact, never do believe 
any ſuch thing” as original ſin, imputed righ- 
teouſneſs, and the doctrine of a Triune Deity. 

- Man being formed capable of holding commu- 
nion with his every-where preſent Maker, in his 
words and works; and of reciprocating and inter- 
changing thoughts, affections, and converſe with 
him, God forbid I ſhould ever believe, that a ſo- 
ber decent moral conduct, together with a regular 
attendance upon the external duties of revealed re- 
ligion, is all that is neceſſary to conſtitute a Chriſ- 
tian, And as an internal energetic principle of 
grace, is as eſſential to the holineſs and happineſs 
of a good man, as the regular motion of the wheels 

A. D. 1992. 
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of a clock, is, to its anſwering its end in a family; 
I earneſtly pray God, to prevent what” you have 
faid againſt ſpiritual feelings, and Chriſtian: exp 
viences, in p. 22. from doing that eternal miſchief to 
unwary profeſſors, which it is viſibly adapted to do. 

You- may be à lover of what you call the goſpel; 
but'T beſeech you to conſider that there is another 
geſpel ſpoken of, beſides the true, in Gal. i. And 
are your friends, Sir, ready to exceed in their 
abundant regards to the' external means of religion ? 
At leaſt, the caution you have given, p. 23. not 


to lay © an undue ftreſs upon praying, preaching, 


© and other means of religion, muſt, I ſhould ap- 
prehend, produce you an addreſs of thanks from 
all the lazy preachers in the kingdom, if their in- 
dolence does not prevent it, MR, | 

I have no deſire to offend you; but intreat you 
to lay aſide prejudice, and ſearch the ſcriptures once 
more. The cauſe is important; and I have aimed 
to write with the ſame freedom, as if I had not 
another breath to draw in this world. In this free- 
dom, I add ; what ſome men call charity, others call 
mfidelity ; and accordingly watch and pray againſt 
— which they hold 2 as a Chriſtian 
virtue. : | | 

If you reply to this Letter, as a conſiderable part 
of my time is employed about things which are 
confeſſedly important in their own nature, it will 


"depend upon things, yet to me wholly unknown, 


whether you will ever hear again from, 
Sir, Your gde wellwiſher, 
And willing Servant in the Goſpel, 
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